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a not less eminent prosperity. The interior provinces vied
in wealth and civilisation with the ancient colonies of the
coast. Then the cavalry of Cappadocia and Paphlagonia
were famous as the Lycian mariners, the soldiers of Pontus,
and the bowmen of Armenia; then Galatia sent forth her
willing and welcome tribute of corn, and the fruitful
Bithynia rivalled the Pamphylian pastures, the vines of
Phrygia, and the Pisidian olives. Tarsus, Ancyra, Sardis,
Osesarea, Sinope, Amisus, were the great and opulent
capitals of these flourishing provinces. Alexandria rose
upon the ruins of Troy, and Nicsea and [Nicornedia ranked
with the most celebrated cities.

And now the tinkling bell of the armed and wandering
caravan was the only indication of human existence!

It is in such scenes as these, amid the ruins of ancient
splendour and the recollections of vanished empire, that
philosophers have pondered on the nature of government,
and have discovered, as they fancied, in the consequences
of its various forms, the causes of duration or of decay, of
glory or of humiliation. ^Freedom, says the sage, will lead
to prosperity, and despotism to destruction.

Yet has this land been regulated by every form of
government that the ingenuity of man has devised. The
federal republic, the military empire, the oriental despotism,
have in turn controlled its fortunes. The deputies of free
states have here assembled in some universal temple which
was the bond of union between their cities. Here has the
proconsul presided at bis high tribunal: and here the pacha
reposes in his divan. The Pagan fane, and the Christian
church, and the Turkish mosque, have here alike been
erected to form the opinions of the people. The legends of
Chaos and Olympus are forgotten, the sites of the seven
churches cannot even be traced, and nothing is left but the
revelations of the son of Abdallah, a volume, the whole
object of which is to convert man into a fanatic slave.